
Panel Discussion 

The Role of the African American Church in Education 
Moderated by Chiquita Clark Sorrels 

 

2017 Black History Month Genealogy Conference 
 

    
“From the Archives to the Classroom with African American Genealogy” 

The crucial role of education in the history of African Americans 

 

 

 
 

Chiquita Clark Sorrels – Has been interested in her family history 

since she was a teenager.  She is originally from West Chester, PA and 

both her maternal and paternal families have resided in Chester 

County, PA for over 150 years.  She loves research and mysteries.  

Chiquita has a Bachelor's degree in Spanish from the University of 

Pennsylvania, a Master's degree in Library Science from Drexel 

University, and a Bachelor's degree in Computer and Information 

Science from the University of Maryland and is an adjunct professor 

at Montgomery College. She is currently the President of the 

Montgomery County, Maryland chapter of AAHGS. 

2:10PM – 3:20PM Each panel member will give a brief history of their church; speak 

about how their church supported/supports education; answer 3 – 4 

prepared question; and open up for a Q&A session.   

Panelists will include representatives from African American churches 

in MD, VA and DC. Our objective is to give the audience an inside view 

of the challenges and solutions to improving education; and the historic 

relationship between the church, education and the African American 

community/family. 

 
Witness the interaction between the panelists; seize the opportunity to communicate with the panel 

members and/or other conference attendees; and leave understanding that black education should be 

considered one of the most important goals in America’s past, present, and future. 



 

Rev. Dr. Howard-John Wesley is the current 

Pastor of Alfred Street Baptist Church located 

at 301 South Alfred St, Alexandria, VA 
 

Alfred Street Baptist Church (ASBC) in 

Alexandria, VA traces its origins to 1803 
http://www.alfredstreet.org/our-church/church-history/) 
 

In 1920 Rev. Andrew Warren Adkins arrived as 

the new pastor (1920-1963). His focus was on 

education and building strong relationships with 

the congregation. Alfred Street opened a 

“lending library” in the church with 1,600 

volumes to serve the colored community of 

Alexandria. In 1921 Rev. Adkins assisted with 

founding the Parker Gray High School and began 

teaching the first high school classes there; 

previously there were no high schools for 

Negroes in the city. 

 
ASBC Million Dollar Donation to the National 

Museum of African American History and 

Culture (NMAAHC) http://www.alfredstreet.org/news-

video/the-story-behind-alfred-streets-million-dollar-donation-to-

the-nmaahc/ 

 

2017 ASBC HBCU College Festival 
Saturday, February 18, 2017  

T. C. Williams High School – 3330 King St,  

Alexandria, VA 22302 

  
 Over 70 colleges and universities will be represented 

plus other organizations 

 Some schools will conduct on-site admissions and 

waive application fees 

 Seminars for students, parents, guardians plus band 

auditions (Must pre-register and bring your own 

instrument) 
http://www.alfredstreet.org/ministries/outreach-and-

missions/hbcu-festival/ 

Panelist Dr. Alton S. Wallace holds a Ph.D. in 

Mathematics and Engineering from the 

University of Maryland, and has spent his 

professional life working in the defense industry 

in the Washington, DC, metro area. Dr. Wallace 

developed an interest in history while reading 

the book Roots, in 1976.  He has written several 

history books and articles on local and national 

history, including books tracing the history of 

his family of tobacco farmers in North Carolina, 

and an award-winning book entitled I Once Was 

Young, documenting the history of the historic 

Alfred Street Baptist Church (ASBC) from 

1803. Dr. Wallace continues to have a strong 

interest in education.  He was one of the four 

founders of the annual ASBC HBCU College Fair.  

As president of the ASBC’s Foundation, he was 

instrumental in initiating a scholarship program 

that has awarded almost $1 Million in 

scholarships to needy students in the area. He 

currently serves on the President’s Council of 

Leland Seminary in Arlington, VA and is a 

Visiting Lecturer in the Federal Scholars 

Program at the University of Maryland. 
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Lovely Lane United Methodist Church and 

Morgan State College Baltimore, MD 
 

 
 

First Methodist Episcopal Church (Lovely Lane 

United Methodist Church), 1895. 

Birth of the Centenary Biblical Institute to the 

State of Maryland's acquisition of Morgan 

College. 
 

The Centenary Biblical Institute was chartered 

on January 3, 1867, with its first class 

consisting of 20 students taught by Reverend 

James H. Brown and Reverend William 

Harden.  Although its’ original mission was to 

train young men in ministry, in 1875 it admitted 

women for the first time and began to train 

both men and women in teaching.  The school 

changed its name to Morgan College in 1890 in 

honor of Reverend Lyttleton F. Morgan, who 

served as the first Chairmen of the Board of 

Trustees from 1876 to 1886 and donated the 

land for the original campus. - See more at: 

http://www.blackpast.org/aah/morgan-state-

university-1867#sthash.9gisl8xm.dpuf 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Panelist, Elinor Thompson is an historian, 

genealogist, author and a cemetery 

preservationist who has been preserving, 

archiving and documenting both black and white 

historical church and cemetery records for over 

30 years.   She is one of the Founders and 

President of Broadneck African-American 

Heritage Project, Inc. She is currently working 

as the consultant with Brewer Hill Cemetery 

Association, Inc. of Annapolis, Maryland, 

documenting the historic African- American 

cemetery.   Ms. Thompson has also received two 

National Awards from The Daughters of 

American Revolutionary for her book "In The 

8th District: Our African-American Church 

Communities in Southern Anne Arundel County” 

She is also the author of Nelson's Rest. Ms. 

Thompson is a member of the AAHGS Agnes 

Kane Callum Baltimore, MD Chapter. 
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St. Paul Community Church 
 

 
 
 
 

The Historic St. Paul Community Church in 

Poolesville, MD is the heart of the Sugarland 

Forest Community established by freed slaves 

after emancipation. Patriarchs William Taylor, 

Patrick Hebron Jr. and John H. Diggs as 

trustees, purchased this parcel of land from 

George W. Dawson, a former white slave owner, 

on October 6, 1871 for the sum of $25.00. The 

deed specified the land to be used for religious 

worship, a school and burial site for people of 

African descent. Sugarland operated as an 

autonomous Black township serviced by a church, 

school, post office, and store. 

http://www.sugarlandethnohistoryproject.org/in

dex.html 
 
 

 
 
 

The church received historical landmark status 

in 1996 sparking a renewed interest in this 

historical community. 

Panelist, Gwendora Lucille Hebron Reese is 

President of the Sugarland Ethno History 

Project, Inc. (SEHP), a 501(c) 3 non-profit 

organization purposed in preserving the history 

of the Sugarland Forest Community in 

Montgomery County, Maryland. A descendant of 

the Sugarland community, where her 

grandmother, Nettie Branison Johnson, the 

community mid-wife, delivered her in what once 

had been the home of her great grandfather, 

Patrick Hebron.  Ms. Reese has dedicated over 

20 years collecting artifacts, photographs, 

community history documentations, oral 

interviews, and community genealogy from the 

members of Sugarland. In addition to her work 

with SEHP, Ms. Reese is a trustee of the 

Historic St. Paul Community Church. Historic St. 

Paul Community Church was built by former 

slaves in 1893 and it served as focal point for 

the community for over 100 years. No longer 

operating as a church, Historic St. Paul serves as 

the museum for much of the Sugarland 

collection and Ms. Reese serves as its curator. 

Ms. Reese is an historian who actively promotes 

the rich heritage of Sugarland and the African 

Americans who lived there. 
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Rev. Dr. Keith W. Byrd Sr. is the current 

Pastor of Zion Baptist Church located at 4850 

Blagden Avenue NW Washington, DC 20011 
 

Zion’s long and illustrious history began in 1861, 

when seven formerly enslaved persons were 

brought to Southwest Washington, D.C. by Union 

soldiers. Reverend George Jackson, Isaac 

Johnson, John Shippen, Susan Thompson, Ann 

Walker, Reverend William Walker and Letitia 

Williams Richardson made this journey from 

Fredericksburg, Virginia to Washington, DC 

while trusting God in His vision for the future 

Zion Baptist Church. 

1863 – A Sunday school was started at the home 

of Reverend George Jackson, the organizer and 

teacher, taught reading, writing, and arithmetic 

as he addressed the spiritual needs of his 

members.  

 

Organized 1864 at 337 F Street, SW. 

Washington, DC 

 
 

Moved 1962 to 4850 Blagden Avenue, NW, 

Washington, DC 

 
http://ziondc.org/history 

http://ziondc.org/education 

Longtime member, Deacon, and co-director for 

the Board of Christian Education at Zion Baptist 

Church. 

 

 

Yearly HBCU Sunday in November/Special 

Collection for United Negro College Fund (UNCF) 

 

Annual Black History Month Program presented 

by the Kids Zone Sunday School Students - 

“Zion Baptist Church and Education” – 2/12/2017 

 

 
College preparation/scholarship program 

FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!!! 

Fit and Match 

Achieving Your Potential 

Finding Scholarships 

What You Need to Know About Financial Aid 

ZBC College Process Boot Camp 2017 

2017 Boot Camp Flyer 

2017 Boot Camp Application 

____________________________________

Panelist Jean Moody-Williams, Quality 

Improvement Professional dedicated to 

achieving better care, better health and lower 

costs through improvements for patients and 

families. Currently, the Deputy Director, Center 

for Clinical Standards and Quality at Center for 

Medicare & Medicaid Services. Bachelors of 

Science in Nursing from Hampton University and 

a Masters of Public Policy and Management from 

the University of Maryland, College Park. Author 

of the book "Transitions, Trust and Triumph: A 

Daily Devotional for Caregivers." 

http://ziondc.org/history
http://ziondc.org/education
http://ziondc.org/Websites/ziondc/images/College%20Ministry/2016%20Fit%20and%20Match%20-%20Identifying%20College%20Right%20for%20You.pdf
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http://ziondc.org/Websites/ziondc/images/2017%20ZBC%20Boot%20Camp%20Application.pdf

