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Education Today 

and Yesterday 

and the 

Challenges to 

Inspire Young 

People to Learn 

 

Today’s youth are wisdom-seekers. They want 

help making life’s decisions, but they want it 

done in a way that helps them understand wise 

choices, but gives them freedom to choose their 

own path. Young people today crave older adults 

who will walk with them through the obstacles 

they face on a daily basis; while extending love, 

grace and support. Join this interactive 

workshop that uses an experienced based role-

playing approach to teaching the impact/history 

of African American women in society.  
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THE IMPACT/HISTORY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN  

WOMEN IN SOCIETY. 

  
Everyone is familiar with traditional education.  You sit in a class and a teacher teaches.  But at 

some point, every individual has to take charge of their own education.  To do this, one must 

look at the root of learning.  What is it that makes some experiences add tremendous value to our 

lives while other experiences do not? 

 

 Experiential learning is "the process whereby knowledge is created through the transformation 

of experience. Knowledge results from the combination of grasping and transforming 

experience."  

 

Experienced-based education in the form of Role playing allows you to immediately apply 

content as you are put in the role of a decision maker who must make a decision regarding a 

policy, resource allocation, or some other outcome. 

  

This workshop will direct you to form groups, choose one of the historical Black Women in your 

course syllabus and use role-playing (learning by doing and teaching others) to identify and 

retain the major contributions Black Women made to our society.  
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THE LEARNING PYRAMID 

 

The learning pyramid below illustrates how you will effectively learn and retain information 

about Black Women who made great contributions to our Society 

This model represents the best teaching model at the highest level of retention. 
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HOW WE LEARN 

 

Youth and adults learn better when they have open, easily interpreted information so they can 

view information from a different viewpoint. Rich symbolism enables learners to better 

understand and retain historical information about the contributions of Black Women 

Learners get fresh perspectives through rhythm, metaphor, and imagery. The stories of the Black 

Women speak   about their lives and the symbolism in what they believed. Role-playing the 

history of the lives black women help learners to reflect on their own real-life experiences. When 

learners internalize through role-playing how the Black Women handled real-life problem, they 

identify with the characters, and they discover themselves in the story of another. The learners 

perceive connectedness to one another through empathy with another’s feelings. They view the 

characters in the stories of the Black women as people they interact with in the physical and 

ethical space of the real world.  
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THE IMPACT/HISTORY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN  

WOMEN IN SOCIETY. 

 
OBJECTIVES 

 

As a result of having completed this workshop, you should be able to:  

 

1. Explain the impact/history of African American women in society. 

2. Inspire others to follow in the  footsteps of  the historical African American Women 

3. Explain how experienced-based education methods of teaching promote learning with the 

greatest retention results. 

4. Relate your learning to everyday life by answering the questions at the end of each 

biography. 
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Methods of Teaching and Learning 

Planning 

1. Review of  Syllabus  

 

2.   Identify the purpose of role playing. 

The purpose is to get all students to participate and be actively engaged. 

 

2. Review of   Learning Pyramid to identify the highest retention level of learning. 

 

Role-playing:  10 minute sessions 

 
1. You will form groups of at least 4 and choose one history-making Black Woman outlined 

in this syllabus to role-play. 

 

2. Your group will imagine that they are in the position of the Black Woman and present the 

dramatization to the class. 

 

3. Your performance must identify the woman, what contributions she made to historical 

society and a dramatization including what she said and did. 

 

4. The classmates will participate as a learner audience.  

Assessment 

5. Groups, classmates, and instructor will evaluate in reference to benefits of role-playing 

and the learning retention level on the learning pyramid. 
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IMPACT/HISTORY OF AFRICAN AMERICAN 

 WOMEN IN SOCIETY. 
 

    Sojourner Truth 

 
Sojourner Truth was an African-American abolitionist and women's 

rights activist. Truth was born into slavery in Swartekill, Ulster 

County, New York, but escaped with her infant daughter to 

freedom in 1826. After going to court to recover her son, in 1828 she 

became the first black woman to win such a case against a white man 

Sojourner Truth was born Isabella, the youngest of 12 children, in 

Ulster County, NY, in 1797. When she was nine, Isabella was sold 

from her family to an English speaking-family called Neely. Like many black New Yorkers, 

Isabella spoke only Dutch. Her new owners beat her for not understanding their commands. She 

was sold twice more before arriving at the Dumont farm, at 14. There she toiled for 17 years. 

John Dumont beat her, and there is evidence that his wife, Sally, sexually abused her. Of this 

time in her life, Isabella wrote: "Now the war begun." It was a war both with her masters, and 

herself.  

CALLED BY GOD TO FREEDOM  

Alone on John Dumont's farm with little contact with other black New Yorkers, Isabella found 

her own ways to worship God. She built a temple of brush in the woods, an African tradition she 

may have learned from her mother, and bargained with God as if he were a familiar presence. 

Even though she had worked hard to please her master for 16 years, Isabella listened to God 

when He told her to walk away from slavery. With her baby, Sophia, Isabella left Dumont's farm 

in 1826 and walked to freedom.  

WITH THE POWER OF A NATION  

In 1826, Isabella was living with the Van Wagenens, white Methodists, when she learned that 

her son, Peter, had been illegally sold into slavery in Alabama. An outraged Isabella had no 

money to regain her son, but with God on her side she said she felt "so tall within, as if the power 

of a nation was within [her]." She acquired money for legal fees, and filed a complaint with the 

Ulster County grand jury. Peter was returned to her in the spring of 1828, marking the first step 

in a life of activism inspired by religious faith.  

She was under the spell of the "Prophet Matthias," and lived with his cult from 1833 to 1834. 

This experience suggests that Isabella, although on her way to self-confidence and independence, 

still yearned for structure and family, but chose an abusive situation - Matthias often beat her - 

that felt familiar to her experience as John Dumont's slave.  

IS GOD GONE?  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=A0LEVriK2F1Y5G4AHGwPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByMjB0aG5zBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDBHNlYwNzYw--?p=Sojourner Truth&fr=ush-mailn&hspart=vz&hsimp=yhs-vz
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Sojourner Truth first met the abolitionist Frederick Douglass while she was living at the 

Northampton Association. Although he admired her speaking ability, Douglass was patronizing 

of Truth, whom he saw as "uncultured." Years later, however, Truth would use her plain talk to 

challenge Douglass. At an 1852 meeting in Ohio, Douglass spoke of the need for blacks to seize 

freedom by force. As he sat down, Truth asked "Is God gone?" Although much exaggerated by 

Harriet Beecher Stowe and other writers, this exchange made Truth a symbol for faith in 

nonviolence and God's power to right the wrongs of slavery.  

EXODUSTERS AS GOD'S DIVINE PLAN  

The 1879 spontaneous exodus of tens of thousands of freed people from southern states to 

Kansas was the culmination of one of Sojourner Truth's most fervent prayers. After the Civil 

War, Truth had traveled to Washington to work among destitute freed people. Inspired by divine 

command, Truth began agitating for their resettlement to western lands. She drew up a petition 

(which probably never reached Congress, as intended) and traveled extensively, promoting her 

plan and collecting signatures. Truth saw the Exodusters, fleeing violence and abuse in the 

Reconstruction South, as evidence that God had a plan for African-Americans.  

EMBRACING WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE  

During the Civil War, Sojourner Truth took up the issue of women's suffrage. She was 

befriended by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, but disagreed with them on many 

issues, most notably Stanton's threat that she would not support the black vote if women were 

denied it. Although she remained supportive of women's suffrage throughout her life, Truth 

distanced herself from the increasingly racist language of the women's groups. Truth died on 

November 26, 1883. In her old age, she had let go of Pentecostal judgment and embraced 

spiritualism. Her last words were "be a follower of the Lord Jesus."  

 

Teaching and Learning Activity - Sojourner Truth 

 

1. Text some friends and tell them why Sojourner took up the issue of women’s Suffrage. 

2. What would you say to someone who says that they don’t believe in what Sojourner did? 

3. Why or why not do you think that she believed in what she did? 

4. How would you describe Sojourner? 

5. How would you have gone about doing what she did? Text your message to a friend. 
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Harriet Tubman 

 

 

Harriet Tubman (born Araminta Ross; c. 1822 – March 10, 1913) was an African-American 

abolitionist, humanitarian, and, during the American Civil War, a Union spy. Born into slavery, 

Tubman escaped and subsequently made some thirteen missions to rescue approximately seventy 

enslaved families and friends, using the network of antislavery activists and safe houses known 

as the Underground Railroad. She later helped abolitionist John Brown recruit men for his raid 

on Harpers Ferry, and in the post-war era was an active participant in the struggle for women’s 

suffrage. 

 Occupation: Nurse, Civil Rights Activist 

 Born: 1820 in Dorchester County, Maryland  

 Died: March 10, 1913 in Auburn, New York 

 Best known as: A leader in the Underground Railroad 

 Her nickname as a child was "Minty". 

 She was a very religious woman having learned about the Bible from her mother. 

 Harriet bought a house in Auburn, New York for her parents after helping them to escape 

from the south. 

 Harriet married John Tubman in 1844. He was a free black man. She married again in 

1869 to Nelson Davis. 

She was so successful in helping slaves to escape that, at one point, slave owners offered a 

reward of $40,000 for her capture. Harriet Tubman was born a slave on a plantation in Maryland. 

Historians think she was born in 1820, or possibly 1821, but birth records weren't kept by most 

slave owners. Her birth name was Araminta Ross, but she took the name of her mother, Harriet, 

when she was thirteen. Life as a slave was difficult. Harriet first lived in a one-room cabin with 

her family that included eleven children. When she was only six years old, she was loaned out to 

another family where she helped take care of a baby. She was sometimes beaten and all she got 

to eat was table scraps.  

 

Later Harriet worked a number of jobs on the plantation such as plowing fields and loading 

produce into wagons. She became strong doing manual labor that included hauling logs and 

driving oxen.  

http://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_rights/history_of_slavery_in_the_united_states.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/us_states/maryland_history.php
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At the age of thirteen Harriet received a horrible head injury. It happened when she was visiting 

the town. A slave owner tried to throw an iron weight at one of his slaves, but hit Harriet instead. 

The injury nearly killed her and caused her to have dizzy spells and blackouts for the rest of her 

life.  

 

During this time there were states in the northern United States where slavery was outlawed. 

Slaves would try to escape to the north using the Underground Railroad. This wasn't a real 

railroad. It was a number of safe homes (called stations) that hid slaves as they traveled north. 

The people that helped the slaves were called conductors. Slaves would move from station to 

station at night, hiding in the woods or sneaking onto trains until they finally reached the north 

and freedom. In 1849 Harriet decided to escape. She would use the Underground Railroad. After 

a long and scary trip she made it to Pennsylvania and was finally free.  

 

 

In 1850 the Fugitive Slave Act was passed. This meant that slaves could be taken from Free 

states and returned to their owners. In order to be free, slaves now had to escape to Canada. 

Harriet wanted to help others, including her family, to safety in Canada. She joined the 

Underground Railroad as a conductor. Harriet became famous as an Underground Railroad 

conductor. She led nineteen different escapes from the south and helped around 300 slaves to 

escape. She became known as "Moses" because, like the Moses in the Bible, she led her people 

to freedom.  

Harriet was truly brave. She risked her life and freedom to help others. She also helped her 

family, including her mother and father, to escape. She was never caught and never lost a slave.  

Harriet's bravery and service did not end with the Underground Railroad, she also helped during 

the Civil War. She helped to nurse injured soldiers, served as a spy for the north, and even 

helped on a military campaign that led to the rescue of over 750 slaves.  

After the Civil War, Harriet lived in New York with her family. She helped poor and sick people. 

She also spoke out on equal rights for blacks and women.  

 

 

 

Teaching and Learning Activity – Harriet Tubman 

 

1 How do you explain Harriet’s bravery and service? 

2. If   someone asked you who Harriet Tubman is what would you say? 

3. Why do you think Harriet needed do what she did? 

4. Why do you think she had such a great need to help slaves escape? 

 

  

http://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_war/underground_railroad.php
http://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_war.php
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Mary Mcleod Bethune 

 

 

Bethune was appointed Director of the Division of 

Negro Affairs of the National Youth Administration by 

Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

As a small child, Mary Jane McLeod would routinely 

accompany her mother to deliver the "white people's" 

wash. Allowed into the white children's nursery, Mary 

would find amusement playing with their toys. In one instance, she curiously opened a 

book. Immediately, one of the white children snatched it from her exclaiming, "Put that 

down. You can't read!" Mary thought, "Maybe the difference between white folks and 

colored is just this matter of reading and writing." At that moment, the seeds for a life of 

learning and teaching were planted. 

 

Unlike her parents and 16 siblings, Mary Jane McLeod was born free. Both her mother 

and father, Patsy and Samuel McLeod, had been slaves on the McIntosh and McLeod 

plantations in Maysville, South Carolina, a "country town in the midst of rice and cotton 

fields." After gaining her freedom, Patsy McLeod found herself still financially tied to 

her former master. She continued to work on the plantation until she saved enough to buy 

the home in which Mary was eventually born.  

 

All members of the family worked in the fields -- even Mary who at the age of nine could 

pick 250 pounds of cotton per day. But one day a black missionary woman who was 

starting a school asked that the McLeod children attend. The family could only afford to 

send one; Mary was selected. She walked the five miles to and from the Maysville School 

and did her homework by candlelight. She took all the classes she possibly could and 

would teach her parents and siblings what she had learned during any free time. 

 

Tragedy struck when the family's only mule died. Suddenly, all hands were needed at 

home and money grew even more scarce. Mary, devastated by the thought of leaving her 

studies, returned home to work. Remarkably at this time, a dressmaker in Denver named 

Mary Chrisman offered the Maysville school scholarship money for one student to 

continue her studies. Again, Mary was chosen, but this time went off to the Scotia 

Seminary for Girls in Concord, North Carolina. 
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Mary's first ambition, after graduating from Scotia, was to be a missionary in Africa, but 

she turned instead toward studying at the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago when offered 

a scholarship there. After graduating in 1895, she taught in several mission schools in the 

South where she met and married a fellow teacher, Albertus Bethune, in 1898. After 

separating in 1907, Mary was left alone to care for their young son.  

One year later, Mary Bethune returned to her life's passion. Hearing that the labor needed 

to build a railroad on Florida's east coast was attracting a significant amount of the 

South's black population, Bethune strategically purchased a four-room cottage near 

Daytona Beach. Soon after, in 1904, the Daytona Normal and Industrial Institute for Girls 

opened with only five students. Through her tenacity and resourcefulness in fundraising, 

the school expanded to include 250 students just two years later. The school gained in 

popularity and eventually merged with the Cookman Institute for Men in Jacksonville to 

form Bethune-Cookman College in 1923. As its original founder, Bethune served as 

president of this institution, one of the nation's few colleges open to black students, until 

1942. 

 

With the success of her school, Bethune went on to be a spokesman for her race and her 

gender. In 1935, she founded the National Council of Negro Women in New York. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed her as Director of the Division of Negro Affairs of the 

National Youth Administration, a position she occupied from 1936 to 1943. She was 

particularly well-suited to this role because it allowed her to reach the nation's black 

youth with her zeal for education. Roosevelt also considered her one of his foremost 

advisers in the unofficial "black cabinet" in his administration. He frequently consulted 

with her on minority affairs and interracial relations. 

 

Though her awards and credits were many, she garnered significant criticism from both 

the white and black communities. Her very vocal nature and active lifestyle often placed 

her in the public spotlight. Defying segregation and the norms for both blacks and women 

in America, she was targeted by extremist groups like the Ku Klux Klan and the 

supporters of Senator Joseph McCarthy. In her 1952 "My Day" column, Eleanor 

Roosevelt lamented an instance in which a school in Englewood, New Jersey, cancelled 

an invitation for Bethune to speak because of her alleged connections to the Communist 

party. Refuting such associations, Eleanor wrote, "If she did belong to any [Communist 

organizations], I am sure with her keen mind she soon discovered something wrong and 

was not a member for long. If she went to them to speak, she undoubtedly did them 

good."  

 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/biography/eleanor-fdr/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/primary-resources/eleanor-race/
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Many within the black community found fault with Bethune's educational philosophy. In 

the tradition of Booker T. Washington, the prominent black educator, Bethune felt it 

more important to educate blacks in vocational occupations so that they might support 

themselves, rather than provide them with an education geared toward higher learning. 

"My people needed literacy," she said, "but they needed even more to learn the simples of 

farming, of making decent homes, of health and plain cleanliness." Other black leaders 

found this problematic. Ida B. Wells, following W.E.B. DuBois' philosophy, felt that 

access to higher intellectual professions should not be denied blacks in educational 

facilities. Arguing against Bethune, Wells wrote that "to sneer at and discourage higher 

education would mean to rob the race of leaders which it so badly needed... all the 

industrial education in the world could not take the place of manhood." This was a 

divisive issue when Bethune triumphed over Wells for the presidency of the NACW in 

1924, and it continued to be a contributing factor in the dissension within black 

organizations for years to come.  

 

Despite such controversy, many appreciated Bethune's leadership. Applauding "her 

wisdom and her goodness," Eleanor dedicated a "My Day" column in memoriam to the 

black educator at the time of the latter's death in 1955. In 1933, Bethune wrote of the 

black woman, "She has been quick to seize every opportunity which presented itself to 

come more and more into the open and strive directly for the uplift of the race and nation. 

In that direction, her achievements have been amazing..." In her efforts, Bethune aspired 

to be this woman. Her inner strength and passion for education made her a truly 

remarkable figure of her time. 

 

Teaching and Learning Activity – Mary McLeod Bethune. 

1. What do you understand about Mary and what she chose to do? 

2. What was her point of belief about leadership?  

3. What do you think about her educational philosophy? 

4. If you were called out to follow Mary, why would you follow or not? 

5. Why do you think she was not like her parents? 

 

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/chicago/peopleevents/p_wells.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/garvey/peopleevents/p_dubois.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories_org_nacw.html
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Notable moments in 

Mae Jemison's life? 

Jemison hoped her work with NASA would 

demonstrate to the world that women and 

minority groups are deserving of opportunities 

and capable of great work. Prior to her work as 

an astronaut, Jemison was heavily involved in 

relief efforts. After earning her Bachelor of 

Science degree in chemical engineering, she 

worked in Thailand at a Cambodian refugee 

camp. Following her MD and internship at Los 

Angeles County/University of Southern 

California Medical Center, she joined Peace 

Corps as medical officer in Sierra Leone and 

Liberia. 

Mae Jemison was the first female African-American astronaut to go into space. In 1987, she 

became the first African-American woman to be accepted to the astronaut training program. 

From September 12-20, 1992, Jemison, along with six other astronauts, spent eight days in space 

aboard the Endeavour. 

 

Jemison is the youngest of three children. Her parents moved the family to Chicago when Mae 

was 3 years old in order to provide a better education for their children. Mae spent much of her 

time in the library learning all she could about science and astronomy. She dreamed of being an 

astronaut from a young age. Her parents were always supportive of her dreams, encouraging her 

to do whatever she wanted to do, even though many of her teachers and others encouraged her to 

pursue more realistic goals. 

 

Due to the Challenger disaster in 1986, Jemison's initial application to NASA's training program 

was delayed. However, she reapplied again and was selected as one of 15 ideal candidates from 

an application pool of 2000 people. 

 

On the Endeavour mission STS47, Jemison spent eight days conducting experiments on 

weightlessness and motion sickness. For her accomplishments, she received several awards in 

the fields of technology and science, honorary doctorates and accolades such as the naming of 

Detroit's public school, the Mae C. Jemison Academy, in her honor. 

 

Jemison hoped her work with NASA would demonstrate to the world that women and minority 

groups are deserving of opportunities and capable of great work. Prior to her work as an 

astronaut, Jemison was heavily involved in relief efforts. After earning her Bachelor of Science 

degree in chemical engineering, she worked in Thailand at a Cambodian refugee camp. 

Following her MD and internship at Los Angeles County/University of Southern California 

Medical Center, she joined Peace Corps as medical officer in Sierra Leone and Liberia. Mae 

Jemison is the youngest of three children. Her parents moved the family to Chicago when Mae 

http://www.biography.com/people/mae-c-jemison-9542378
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was 3 years old in order to provide a better education for their children. Mae spent much of her 

time in the library learning all she could about science and astronomy. She dreamed of being an 

astronaut from a young age. Her parents were always supportive of her dreams, encouraging her 

to do whatever she wanted to do, even though many of her teachers and others encouraged her to 

pursue more realistic goals. 

 

Born: October 17, 1956  

Decatur, Alabama  
African American physician and astronaut  

Mae Jemison, a doctor, was the first African American woman to be selected for the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration's (NASA's) astronaut training program and was the first 

African American woman to travel in space.  

Early life and education  

Mae Carol Jemison was born on October 17, 1956, in Decatur, Alabama, the youngest child of 

Charlie Jemison, a roofer and carpenter, and Dorothy (Green) Jemison, an elementary school 

teacher. Her parents were supportive and encouraging of all of their children's talents and 

abilities; Jemison's sister, Ada Jemison Bullock, became a child psychiatrist, and her brother, 

Charles Jemison, became a real estate broker. The family moved to Chicago, Illinois, when 

Jemison was three to take advantage of better educational opportunities there. 

  

Throughout her early school years, Jemison spent many hours in her school library reading about 

all subjects related to science, especially astronomy. From a young age she was interested in 

space travel. During her time at Morgan Park High School, however, she became interested in 

pursuing a career in engineering. When she graduated in 1973 as an honor student, she entered 

Stanford University on a National Achievement Scholarship.  

 

Jemison pursued a double major at Stanford, and in 1977 she received a bachelor's degree in 

chemical engineering and in African and Afro-American Studies. Just as she had been in high 

school, Jemison was very involved in outside activities, including dance and theater productions, 

and she served as head of the Black Student Union. Upon graduation she entered Cornell 

University Medical College to work toward a medical degree.  

 

During her years at Cornell, Jemison found time to expand her horizons by visiting and studying 

in Cuba and Kenya and working at a Cambodian refugee camp in Thailand. When she obtained 

her degree in medicine in 1981, she received her on-the job training at Los Angeles 

County/University of Southern California Medical Center and later established a general 

practice. For the next two and a half years, she was the area Peace Corps medical officer for 

Sierra Leone and Liberia, where she also taught and did medical research.  

 

After her return to the United States in 1985, Jemison made a career change and decided to 

follow a dream she had had for a long time. In October of that year she applied for admission to 

NASA's astronaut training program. The selection process was delayed after the explosion of the 

space shuttle Challenger in January 1986, but when she reapplied a year later, Jemison was one 

http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Astronaut.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Roofer.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Ada.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Bachelor.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Weill_Cornell_Medical_College_of_Cornell_University.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Weill_Cornell_Medical_College_of_Cornell_University.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Kenya.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/NCAA_basketball_tournament_selection_process.html
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of fifteen candidates chosen from a field of about two thousand. She became the first African 

American woman ever admitted into the astronaut training program.  

After more than a year of training, Jemison became an astronaut with the title of science-mission 

specialist, a job that would make her responsible for conducting crew-related scientific 

experiments on the space shuttle. On September 12, 1992, with six other astronauts, Jemison 

flew into space aboard the Endeavour on mission STS-47. During her eight days in space, she 

conducted weightlessness and motion sickness experiments on the crew and on herself before 

returning to Earth on September 20. Following her historic flight, Jemison noted that society 

should recognize how much both women and members of other minority groups can contribute if 

given the opportunity.  

 

In recognition of her accomplishments, Jemison received the 1988 Essence Science and 

Technology Award, was named Gamma Sigma Gamma Woman of the Year in 1990, received 

the Ebony Black Achievement Award in 1992, and received a Montgomery Fellowship from 

Dartmouth College in 1993. Also in 1992 a public school in Detroit, Michigan—the Mae C. 

Jemison Academy—was named after her. Jemison is a member of the American Medical 

Association, the American Chemical Society, and the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science, and she served on the Board of Directors of the World Sickle Cell 

Foundation from 1990 to 1992. She is also a committee member of the American Express 

Geography Competition and a board member of the Center for the Prevention of Childhood 

Malnutrition.  

After leaving the astronaut corps in March 1993, Jemison established the Jemison Group, a 

company that seeks to research, develop, and market advanced technologies (scientific ways of 

achieving a practical purpose). She is also a professor at Dartmouth College, where she started 

the Jemison Institute for Advancing Technology in Developing Countries. Jemison also created 

The Earth We Share, a science camp for twelve-to sixteen-year-olds that helps improve students' 

problem-solving skills. She remains a popular  
 

 

Teaching and Learning Activity – Mae Jemison 

1. What was Mae Jemison’s Dream? 

2. Why do you think she deserved the Technology Award? 

3. How many days did she stay in space? 

4. Why did she make a career change at one time in her life? 

5. What did she do for teenagers?  What are your feelings about what she did? 

 

 

http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Weightlessness.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Mae_Jemison.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Mae_Jemison.html
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Ida B. Wells-Barnett and Her Passion for Justice  

 

Ida B. Wells-Barnett was a fearless anti-lynching crusader, suffragist, women's rights advocate, 

journalist, and speaker. She stands as one of our nation's most uncompromising leaders and most 

ardent defenders of democracy. She was born in Holly Springs, Mississippi in 1862 and died in 

Chicago, Illinois 1931 at the age of sixty-nine.  

 

Although enslaved prior to the Civil War, her parents were able to 

support their seven children because her mother was a "famous" 

cook and her father was a skilled carpenter. When Ida was only 

fourteen, a tragic epidemic of Yellow Fever swept through Holly 

Springs and killed her parents and youngest sibling. Emblematic of 

the righteousness, responsibility, and fortitude that characterized 

her life, she kept the family together by securing a job teaching. 

She managed to continue her education by attending near-by Rust 

College. She eventually moved to Memphis to live with her aunt 

and help raise her youngest sisters.  

 

It was in Memphis where she first began to fight (literally) for 

racial and gender justice. In 1884 she was asked by the conductor 

of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad Company to give up her seat 

on the train to a white man and ordered her into the smoking or 

"Jim Crow" car, which was already crowded with other passengers. 

Despite the 1875 Civil Rights Act banning discrimination on the 

basis of race, creed, or color, in theaters, hotels, transports, and other public accommodations, 

several railroad companies defied this congressional mandate and racially segregated its 

passengers. It is important to realize that her defiant act was before Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), 

the U.S. Supreme Court decision that established the fallacious doctrine of "separate but equal," 

which constitutionalized racial segregation. Wells wrote in her autobiography:  

I refused, saying that the forward car [closest to the locomotive] was a smoker, and as I was in 

the ladies' car, I proposed to stay. . . [The conductor] tried to drag me out of the seat, but the 

moment he caught hold of my arm I fastened my teeth in the back of his hand. I had braced my 

feet against the seat in front and was holding to the back, and as he had already been badly bitten 

he didn't try it again by himself. He went forward and got the baggage man and another man to 

help him and of course they succeeded in dragging me out.  

Wells was forcefully removed from the train and the other passengers--all whites--applauded. 

When Wells returned to Memphis, she immediately hired an attorney to sue the railroad. She 

won her case in the local circuit courts, but the railroad company appealed to the Supreme Court 

of Tennessee, and it reversed the lower court's ruling. This was the first of many struggles Wells 

engaged, and from that moment forward, she worked tirelessly and fearlessly to overturn 

injustices against women and people of color.  

Her suit against the railroad company also sparked her career as a journalist. Many papers 

wanted to hear about the experiences of the 25-year-old school teacher who stood up against 
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white supremacy. Her writing career blossomed in papers geared to African American and 

Christian audiences.  

 

In 1889 Wells became a partner in the Free Speech and Headlight. The paper was also owned by 

Rev. R. Nightingale-- the pastor of Beale Street Baptist Church. He "counseled" his large 

congregation to subscribe to the paper and it flourished, allowing her to leave her position as an 

educator.  

 

In 1892 three of her friends were lynched. Thomas Moss, Calvin McDowell, and Henry Stewart. 

These three men were owners of People's Grocery Company, and their small grocery had taken 

away customers from competing white businesses. A group of angry white men thought they 

would "eliminate" the competition so they attacked People's grocery, but the owners fought back, 

shooting one of the attackers. The owners of People's Grocery were arrested, but a lynch-mob 

broke into the jail, dragged them away from town, and brutally murdered all three. Again, this 

atrocity galvanized her mettle. She wrote in The Free Speech  

 

The city of Memphis has demonstrated that neither character nor standing avails the Negro if he 

dares to protect himself against the white man or become his rival. There is nothing we can do 

about the lynching now, as we are out-numbered and without arms. The white mob could help 

itself to ammunition without pay, but the order is rigidly enforced against the selling of guns to 

Negroes. There is therefore only one thing left to do; save our money and leave a town which 

will neither protect our lives and property, nor give us a fair trial in the courts, but takes us out 

and murders us in cold blood when accused by white persons.  

 

Many people took the advice Wells penned in her paper and left town; other members of the 

Black community organized a boycott of white owned business to try to stem the terror of 

lynching. Her newspaper office was destroyed as a result of the muckraking and investigative 

journalism she pursued after the killing of her three friends. She could not return to Memphis, so 

she moved to Chicago. She however continued her blistering journalistic attacks on Southern 

injustices, being especially active in investigating and exposing the fraudulent "reasons" given to 

lynch Black men, which by now had become a common occurrence.  

In Chicago, she helped develop numerous African American women and reform organizations, 

but she remained diligent in her anti-lynching crusade, writing Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in 

All Its Phases. She also became a tireless worker for women's suffrage, and happened to march 

in the famous 1913 march for universal suffrage in Washington, D.C. Not able to tolerate 

injustice of any kind, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, along with Jane Addams, successfully blocked the 

establishment of segregated schools in Chicago.  

 

In 1895 Wells married the editor of one of Chicago's early Black newspapers. She wrote: "I was 

married in the city of Chicago to Attorney F. L. Barnett, and retired to what I thought was the 

privacy of a home." She did not stay retired long and continued writing and organizing. In 1906, 

she joined with William E.B. DuBois and others to further the Niagara Movement, and she was 

one of two African American women to sign "the call" to form the NAACP in 1909. Although 

Ida B. Wells was one of the founding members of the National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People (NAACP), she was also among the few Black leaders to explicitly oppose 

Booker T. Washington and his strategies. As a result, she was viewed as one the most radical of 
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the so-called "radicals" who organized the NAACP and marginalized from positions within its 

leadership. As late as 1930, she became disgusted by the nominees of the major parties to the 

state legislature, so Wells-Barnett decided to run for the Illinois State legislature, which made her 

one of the first Black women to run for public office in the United States. A year later, she 

passed away after a lifetime crusading for justice.  

Lee D. Baker, April 1996. (ldbaker at acpub.duke.edu) Source: Franklin, Vincent P. 1995 Living 

Our Stories, Telling Our Truths: Autobiography and the Making of African American 

Intellectual Tradition. 1995: Oxford University Press.  

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching and Learning Activity – Ida B. Wells-Barnett 

 

1. What was the Niagara Movement? 

2. Why do you think Ida joined with William E. B. DuBois? 

3. What did she do that really touched your heart? Why? 

4. Why do you think she could not tolerate injustice of any kind? 

5. What was her relationship to the NAACP?  Why? 

6. Why did she oppose Booker T. Washington? 
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Elizabeth Eckford 

 

 
Elizabeth Eckford (born October 4, 1941) is one of the Little 

Rock Nine, a group of African-American students who, in 1957, 

were the first black students ever to attend classes at Little Rock 

Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas. The integration 

came as a result of Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka. 

Elizabeth's public ordeal was captured by press photographers on 

the morning of September 4, 1957, after she was prevented from 

entering the school by the Arkansas National Guard. A dramatic 

snapshot by Johnny Jenkins (UPI) showed the young girl being 

followed and threatened by an angry white mob; this and other 

photos of the day's startling events were circulated around the US 

and the world by the print press. 

The most famous photo of the event was taken by Will Counts of the Arkansas Democrat. His 

image was the unanimous selection for a 1958 Pulitzer Prize, but since the story had earned the 

Arkansas Gazette two other Pulitzer Prizes already, the Prize was awarded to another 

photographer for a pleasant photograph of a two-year-old boy in Washington, D.C. A different 

photo taken by Counts of Alex Wilson, a black reporter for the Memphis Tri-State Defender 

being beaten by the angry mob in Little Rock the same day, was chosen as the "News Picture of 

the Year" for 1957 by the National Press Photographers Association. This image by Counts 

prompted President Dwight D. Eisenhower to send federal troops to Little Rock. 
[2]

 

 

"I am Elizabeth Eckford. I am part of the group that became known as the Little Rock Nine. 

Prior to the [de]segregation of Central, there had been one high school for whites, Central High 

School; one high school for blacks, Dunbar. I expected that there may be something more 

available to me at Central that was not available at Dunbar; that there might be more courses I 

could pursue; that there were more options available. I was not prepared for what actually 

happened." 

 

"I was more concerned about what I would wear, whether we could finish my dress in 

time...what I was wearing was that okay, would it look good. The night before when the 

governor went on television and announced that he had called out the Arkansas National Guard, I 

thought that he had done this to insure the protection of all the students. We did not have a 

telephone, so inadvertently we were not contacted to let us know that Daisy Bates of NAACP 

had arranged for some ministers to accompany the students in a group. And so, it was I that 

arrived alone." 

  

 The dress Elizabeth Eckford wore on her first day of school. 

"On the morning of September 4th, my mother was doing what she usually did. My mother was 

making sure everybody’s hair looked right and everybody had their lunch money and their 

notebooks and things. But she did finally get quiet and we had family prayer. I remember my 

father walking back and forth. My father worked at night and normally he would have been  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Rock_Nine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Rock_Nine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Rock_Central_High_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Rock_Central_High_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Rock,_Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_v._Board_of_Education_of_Topeka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1958_Pulitzer_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Press_Photographers_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_D._Eisenhower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Eckford#cite_note-2
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/image/school-photo-elizabeth-eckford-1957?backlink=resource-library/her-own-words-elizabeth-eckford
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asleep at that time, but he was awake and he 

was walking back and forth chomping on 

cigar that wasn’t lit." 

"I expected that I would go to school as 

before on a city bus. So, I walked a few 

blocks to the bus stop, got on the bus, and 

rode to within two blocks of the school. I got 

off the bus and I noticed along the street that 

there were many more cars than usual. And I 

remember hearing the murmur of a crowd. 

But, when I got to the corner where the 

school was, I was reassured seeing these 

soldiers circling the school grounds. And I 

saw students going to school. I saw the guards break ranks as students approached the sidewalks 

so that they could pass through to get to school. And I approached the guard at the corner as I 

had seen some other students do and they closed ranks. So, I thought; 'Maybe I am not supposed 

to enter at this point.' So, I walked further down the line of guards to where there was another 

sidewalk and I attempted to pass through there. But when I stepped up, they crossed rifles. And 

again I said to myself; 'So maybe I’m supposed to go down to where the main entrance is.' So, I 

walked toward the center of the street and when I got to about the middle and I approached the 

guard he directed me across the street into the crowd. It was only then that I realized that they 

were barring me, that I wouldn’t go to school." 
 

Central High School, Little Rock, Arkansas, 1957. 

"As I stepped out into the street, the people who had been 

across the street started surging forward behind me. So, I 

headed in the opposite direction to where there was another 

bus stop. Safety to me meant getting to that bus stop. It 

seemed like I sat there for a long time before the bus came. 

In the meantime, people were screaming behind me what I 

would have described as a crowd before, to my ears 

sounded like a mob." 
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Elizabeth Eckford waits at a bus stop on September 4, 1957. 

  

 

Accounts from the crisis that unfolds in Little Rock, Arkansas when black students attend the previously 

all-white Central High School.  

 

 

 

 

Teaching Learning Activities – Elizabeth Eckford 

 

1. Turn to one of your friends and describe Elizabeth Eckford in your own words. 

2. What did Elizabeth believe? 

3. Why was Little Rock referred to as a Crisis? 

4. What have you learned about Civil Rights after reading about Elizabeth? 

5. What was unique about the case? 

6. What did Elizabeth believe about desegregation? 

7. Why do you think she wanted to go to Central High? What would you have done? 

8.  In what ways in our lives today is this problem still happening? 

 

  

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/crisis-little-rock
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/riding-change-nonviolence
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Hattie McDaniel 
 

Born: June 10, 1898  

Wichita, Kansas  

Died: October 26, 1952  

Hollywood, California  

 

African American actress and singer  

Hattie McDaniel's portrayal of the "mammy" figure in the 

film Gone with the Wind, for which she received an 

Academy Award for best supporting actress in 1940, is still 

widely seen as a role that could only have been played by 

her. She was the first African American to   receive an 

Oscar. 

 

Hattie McDaniel was born on June 10, 1895, in Wichita, Kansas, the youngest of thirteen 

children in a family of performers. Her father, Henry McDaniel, was a Baptist minister, 

carpenter, banjo player, and minstrel showman, eventually organizing his own family into a 

minstrel troupe. Henry married a gospel singer named Susan Hulbert in 1875 and moved their 

growing family to Denver, Colorado, in 1901.  

Hattie was one of only two black children in her elementary school class in Denver. Racial 

prejudice (an unfair judgment based on race) was less hostile in the West than elsewhere in the 

United States. For her talents as a singer and reciter of poetry, McDaniel became something of a 

favorite at the 24th Street Elementary School, where mainly white students attended. McDaniel 

sang at church, at school, and at home; she sang so continuously that her mother reportedly 

bribed her into silence with spare change. Before long she was also singing in professional 

minstrel shows, as well as dancing, performing humorous skits, and later writing her own songs.  

In 1910 Hattie left school in her sophomore year at East Denver High School and became a full-

time minstrel performer, traveling the western states with her father's show and several other 

troupes. The minstrel shows were usually performed by black actors, but were also sometimes 

performed by whites in blackface. The shows presented a variety of entertainment that poked fun 

at black cultural life for the enjoyment of mostly white audiences.  

When Hattie's father retired around 1920, she joined Professor George Morrison's famous 

"Melody Hounds" on longer and more publicized tours. She also wrote dozens of show tunes 

such as "Sam Henry Blues," "Poor Wandering Boy Blues," and "Quittin' My Man Today."  

 

McDaniel's first marriage ended brutally in 1922, when her husband of three months, George 

Langford, was reportedly killed by gunfire. Her career was much better, including a first radio 

performance in 1925 on Denver's KOA station. McDaniel was one of the first black women to be 

heard on American radio.  

 

In 1929 McDaniel was left without a job due to the Great Depression (a time in the late 1920s 

and 1930s of economic hardship that resulted in unemployment for many), so she went to 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and found work at Sam Pick's Club Madrid—as a bathroom attendant. 

Eventually she became a performer there and remained at the Club Madrid for about a year. Next 

she went to Hollywood, California, where her brother and sister lived. Sam and Etta McDaniel 

http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Minstrel.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Bribery.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Sophomore.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Actors.html
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had already played small roles in a number of motion pictures. Sam McDaniel had a regular part 

on the KNX (Los Angeles, California) radio show "The Optimistic Do-Nuts" and was able to get 

Hattie a small part, which she promptly turned into a big opportunity. McDaniel eventually 

became a hit with the show's listeners.  

 

A big break came for McDaniel in 1934, when she was cast in the Fox production of Judge 

Priest. In this picture McDaniel was given the opportunity to sing a duet with Will Rogers 

(1879–1935), the well-known American humorist. Her performance was well received by the 

press and her fellow actors alike.  

In 1935 McDaniel played "Mom Beck" in The Little Colonel. A number of African American 

journalists objected to Hattie's performance in the film. They charged that the character of Mom 

Beck, a happy black servant in the Old South, implied that black people might have been happier 

as slaves than they were as free individuals. This movie marked the beginning of McDaniel's 

long feud with the more progressive elements of the African American community.  

 

Once established in Hollywood, McDaniel found no shortage of work. In 1936 alone she 

appeared in twelve films. For the decade as a whole her performances numbered about forty—

nearly all of them in the role of maid or cook to a white household. McDaniel won the role of 

"Mammy" in Gone with the Wind over several rivals. Her salary for Gone with the Wind was to 

be $450 a week, which was much more than what her real-life counterparts could hope to earn.  

McDaniel's performance as Mammy in Gone with the Wind was more than a bit part. It so 

impressed the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences that she was awarded the 1940 

Oscar for best supporting actress, the first ever won by an African American. McDaniel's award-

winning performance was generally seen by the black press as a symbol of progress for African 

Americans, although some members of the National Association for the Advancement of 

Colored People (NAACP) were still displeased with her work. At the least, her Oscar was a 

symbol of possible conciliation (the act of settling a dispute) between the races.  

 

McDaniel spent much of 1940 touring the country as Mammy, and in the following year she 

appeared in three substantial film roles, earning no less than $31,000 for her efforts. She was 

married, for a third time, to James L. Crawford in 1941.  

The mid-1940s brought trying times for McDaniel, who experienced a heart-wrenching false 

pregnancy in 1944 and soon after became the victim of racist-inspired legal problems. The 

actress found herself in a legal battle over a system in Los Angeles that limited the land and 

home ownership rights of African Americans. Having purchased a house in 1942, McDaniel 

faced the possibility of being thrown out of her home. She was one of several black entertainers 

who challenged the racist system in court, however, and won.  

 

Still, throughout the 1940s a growing number of activists viewed McDaniel and all she 

represented as damaging to the budding fight for civil rights. NAACP president Walter White 

pressed both actors and studios to stop making films that tended to ridicule black people, and he 

singled out the roles of Hattie McDaniel as particularly offensive. In response McDaniel 

defended her right to choose whichever roles she saw fit, adding that many of her screen roles 

had shown themselves to be more than equal to that of their white employers.  

 

 

http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Duet.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/knowledge/Conciliation.html
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Teaching and Learning Activity – Hattie McDaniel 

 

1. How does her belief relate to the fact that her father was a Baptist preacher? 

2. What situations do you know about in which someone did the same thing as Hattie? 

3. What have you learned about life after reading about Hattie? 

4. Why do you think she deserved to win an Oscar Award? 

5. Why do you think the NAACP opposed her in some way? 
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